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THE U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS 
ANNCR: 

THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION, WHICH HAS MADE HUMAN RIGHTS 
AN IMPORTANT THEME OF ITS FOREIGN POLICY, IS TRYING TO GET THE 
U.S. SENATE TO RATIFY A SERIES OF INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS THAT 
DEAL WITH HUMAN RIGHTS -- ONE OF THEM THIRTY YEARS OLD. CHRIS 
KERN HAS A BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

NOT LONG AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR, IN RESPONSE TO THE 
MURDER OF EUROPEAN JEWS AND OTHER ETHNIC MINORITIES BY NAZI 
GERMANY, THE THEN-NEW U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADOPTED A "CONVENTION 
ON THE PREVENTION AND PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME OF GENOCIDE." 

THE TREATY, WHICH WAS ULTIMATELY RATIFIED BY EIGHTY~THREE 
COUNTRIES, DEFINES GENOCIDE AS AN INTERNATIONAL CRIME AND 
COMMITS THE SIGNATORIES TO COOPERATE IN THE PROSECUTION OF 
ANYONE GUILTY OF IT. BUT WHILE AMERICANS WERE AMONG ITS 
PRINCIPAL DRAFTERS, AND WHILE EVERY AMERICAN PRESIDENT FROM 
TRUMAN TO CARTER HAS CALLED FOR ITS RATIFICATION, THE GENOCIDE 
CONVENTION HAS NEVER BEEN APPROVED BY THE U.S, SENATE. 

PRESIDENT CARTER, IN A SPEECH LAST WEEK TO MARK THE 
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS! THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY, 
SAID THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES ARE OFTEN ASKED 
AT THE UNITED NATIONS AND ELSEWHERE WHY THIS COUNTRY HASN'T 
RATIFIED THE GENOCIDE CONVENTION. IT'S A QUESTION, MR. CARTER 
SAID, FOR WHICH "WE DO NOT HAVE AN ACCEPTABLE ANSWER." AND 
SO MR. CARTER HAS MADE STILL ANOTHER APPEAL TO THE SENATE TO 
APPROVE THE TREATY, A REQUIREMENT SET BY THE ALMOST TWO-HUNDRED- 


YEAR-OLD U.S. CONSTITUTIOI _ 
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ALONG WITH THE GENOCIDE CONVENTION, MR. CARTER HAS URGED 
THE SENATE TO APPROVE THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON “ECONOMIC, 
SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS" AND ON "CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS." 
HE HAS ALSO ASKED FOR PERMISSION TO RATIFY THE "CONVENTION ON THE 
ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION." THESE 
TREATIES, LIKE THE ONE ON GENOCIDE, HAVE BEEN SIGNED BY THE 
UNITED STATES BUT NEVER RATIFIED, 

CONGRESSIONAL OPPOSITION OVER THE YEARS HAS NOT REFLECTED 
OPPOSITION TO THE PRINCIPLES EXPRESSED BY THESE TREATIES. THE 
OBJECTION IS TO IMPLEMENTING PROVISIONS THAT -- THE CRITICS 
CHARGE -- WOULD ERODE THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE UNITED STATES AND 
THE POWERS OF THE INDIVIDUAL STATES WITHIN THIS COUNTRY'S 
FEDERAL FRAMEWORK, 

CRITICS OF THE GENOCIDE CONVENTION, FOR EXAMPLE, HAVE 
ARGUED THAT UNDER ITS PROVISIONS, OTHER COUNTRIES COULD CHARGE 
AMERICAN SOLDIERS WITH GENOCIDE SIMPLY FOR ENGAGING IN BATTLE 
WITH AN ENEMY. AND THEY SAY THAT BY SETTING UP A SORT OF 
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW, THE CONVENTION INVADES THE POLICE 
POWERS RESERVED UNDER THE U.S. CONSTITUTION TO THE INDIVIDUAL 
STATES -= POWERS THAT CAN'T EVEN BE ASSUMED BY THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT HERE IN WASHINGTON, 

GOVERNMENT LAWYERS REPLY THAT THERE'S NOTHING IN ANY OF THE 
DOCUMENTS THAT CHANGES AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE, OR THAT 
GIVES OTHER NATIONS RIGHTS TO INQUIRE INTO AMERICAN CONDUCT 
THAT THEY DON'T ALREADY HAVE UNDER EXISTING INTERNATIONAL LAW. 
BUT THEIR MOST PERSUASIVE ARGUMENT -=- AND THE ONE STRESSED 
LAST WEEK BY PRESIDENT CARTER -- IS THAT RATIFICATION BY THE 
UNITED STATES IS LONG OVERDUE, AND THAT SENATE FAILURE TO 
APPROVE THE TREATIES WOULD DETRACT FROM THIS COUNTRY'S EFFORTS TO 


PROMOTE HUMAN RIGHTS AROUND THE WORLD, 
WJL/RCS 


